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Collection Summary

Dates 1900-1948

Bulk dates 1910-1948

Level of description Series

Extent .5 cubic ft
Creator(s) David Henderson

Administrative/Biographical History

Grace Norcross Allen was born on May 15, 1868 in Brownsville, Pennsylvania, the first child of
William Robert Norcross (1844-1908) and Mary Emma Barclay Norcross (1848-1939). Her
three siblings were all born in Greeley, where her parents were among the pioneers of the Union
Colony in 1870. In 1889, she married Ulysses M. Henderson. They had one son, John W.
Henderson, who became a prominent local businessman and attorney. This marriage was
dissolved in 1905, and the following year she married Albert J. Allen, who predeceased her in
1928. Having lived in Greeley her entire adult life, she died in her home there on March 20,
1948.

Grace Norcross graduated from Greeley High School in 1886, and began teaching school at
Pleasant Valley at the age of 17. She continued teaching for a while at other schools, using the
education she gained at the Colorado State College of Education in Greeley. Later, she served
for a time as secretary of School District #6, and even ventured briefly into local politics, serving
as deputy county treasurer. During the years between 1929 and 1939, she enjoyed traveling
abroad, particularly in the company of three close Greeley friends, Mrs. Agnes Nusbaum, Mrs.



Kittie Marsh Parker, and Miss Elizabeth Kendel. With her active intellect and wide-ranging
interests, her greatest passion was journalism.

Mrs. Allen wrote for the early “Denver Republican” as a Weld County correspondent, as well as
for the “Weld County Republican.” Long passionate about the history of the Union Colony and
Greeley, she wrote extensively about the personalities and events that shaped its character and
culture.

Scope and Content

This collection of the writings of Grace N. Allen is one component of a much larger collection
associated with her name. It consists of approximately 75 typewritten manuscripts including 25
which were intended for oral presentation at meetings of the Want-to-Know Club. Two of the
manuscripts were associated with photos which served as illustrations, and these photos are
retained in the collection and linked to the corresponding manuscripts. There are also several
pages of hand-written notes and personal correspondence which provided background
information for articles.

In addition to the manuscripts, this collection also contains newspaper clippings of Mrs. Allen’s
series as they appeared in the Greeley Tribune in the 1930s and 40s. These series include: “Old

Houses of Greeley”, “Our Pioneer Neighbors”, “Pioneer Days in Greeley”, “Early School Days
in Greeley”, “Weld County Frontier Life”, and “Cow County Recollections”.

System of

Arrangement No original order in the collection. Dates were indicated on some items,
but not all. Manuscripts are grouped by series title assigned by the author,
where once was given. If there was no title, a brief descriptor was used.
Newspaper clippings grouped according to published series.

Conditions

Governing access  There are no restrictions on access to this collection.

Conditions

Governing

Reproduction and

Use There are no restrictions on the use of this collection.

Languages and
Scripts of the
Materials English

Immediate source
Of acquisition Materials in this collection were donated by David Henderson, grandson
of Grace Norcross (Henderson) Allen.

Notes Preferred citation: City of Greeley Museums, Permanent Collection,
#1986.26.



This finding aid does not follow the usual format for archival collections.
It covers only the writings of Grace Norcross Allen and associated
ephemera, rather than the entire donation bearing her name. The finding
aid includes the following Object IDs: 1986.26.0019 through
1986.26.0022, 1986.26.0029, 1986.26.0036 through 1986.26.0037, and
Al -4772 through AI-4778.

Names
Acree, S.F.
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Subjects
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Document Forms
Manuscripts
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Contents

Series I: Scrapbooks

Subseries A: Pioneer stories published in the Greeley Tribune 1945-46, adhered to
scrapbook pages.

Subseries B: “Old Houses in Greeley” and “Cow County Recollections” series, glued to
white paper, three-hole punched.

Series II: Writings and associated ephemera of Grace Norcross Allen
Subseries A: Literary works: travel, plays, memoirs

Subseries B: Pioneer stories: articles for various historical series published in the
Greeley Tribune during the 1940s.

Subseries C: Want To Know (W.T.K) Club presentations

Subseries D: Manuscripts and ephemera related to the history of cowboys and ranching
in Weld County

Subseries E: Other manuscripts found in the collection, not part of a published series.

Series III: Newspaper clippings found in collection, aggregated by series as published in the
Greeley Tribune.

Subseries A: “Pioneer Days in Greeley”



Subseries B: “Cow Country Recollections”
Subseries C: “Our Pioneer Neighbors”
Subseries D: “Early School Days”
Subseries E: “Weld County Frontier Life”
Subseries F: “Old Houses in Greeley”

Subseries G: “Pioneer Life in Greeley”

Container List

Series I: Scrapbooks

Subseries A: Pioneer stories published in the Greeley Tribune
Rehoused with scrapbooks

Subseries B: “Old Houses” and “Cow Country Recollections” articles
Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 25

Series II: Writings and associated ephemera of Grace Norcross Allen

Subseries A: Literary works: travel, plays, memoirs, photographs

Box Folders

ARC-Allen-001 2-5

Subseries B: Pioneer stories: articles for historical series published by the Tribune in the
1940s

Box Folders

ARC-Allen-001 6-10

Subseries C: W.T.K. Club presentations
Box Folders
ARC-Allen-001 11-16

Subseries D: Manuscripts and ephemera related to the history of cowboys and ranching

in Weld County
Box Folders
ARC-Allen-001 1

ARC-Allen-002 17-22



Subseries E: Other manuscripts found in the collection, not part of a published series.
Box Folders
ARC-Allen- 002 23-24

Series III: Newspaper clippings found in the collection, aggregated by series as published in the
Greeley Tribune.

Subseries A: “Pioneer Days in Greeley”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 26
Subseries B: “Cow Country Recollections”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 27

Subseries C: “Our Pioneer Neighbors”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 28
Subseries D: “Early School Days”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 29
Subseries E: “Weld County Frontier Life”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 30
Subseries F: “Old Houses in Greeley”

Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 31

Subseries G: “Pioneer Life in Greeley”
Box Folder
ARC-Allen-002 32



